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he CASE of Charles Cottington Eſq; the Heir, 
and laſt now living of the Family of the Right Ho- 
' yonrable Francis late Lord Cottington ; Humbly of: 
' fered to the Conſideration of Parliament. 


HE faid Charles Travelling to Rome in the Year 1671, unhappily 
* upon the Road fell into the Company of Angela Aargareta Galina, 
a Chymiſts Daughter of T wrene in Piemont, with whom he had Con- 

verfation many days in their way towards Rome. 
eAngela declaring her fell to be a Single Woman of a very great 
| Fortune ; took on her the Name of St. Secundo, the Name of one of 
Honourableſt Families of /raly ; pretended ſhe had made her Elopement from her Rc- 
ions to mcet with a Bolonecz of a great Eſtate, with whom the defignzd to 
ry. To which place of meeting ( being in Cotirgrons Girelt Road ) He accom: 
nied her, where being arrived, <Anzels after a little ſtay, appeared to he 
ry melanchoily and dilcontented, fell into great paſſions: Of which tudden altera- 
on, Cottington enquiring the Reaſon 5 Ske replyed , That her intended Marriage 
diſcovered by the Parents ot her deſigned Husband; who to prevent the fame, 
ſecured and ſent him to Rowe, fo that ſhe was greatly dilappointed, wanting ne- 
faries for ſo long a Journey, andlike to be undone, not knowing how to get back 


Cottington ( being Young , and of a compaſſionate nature ) pitying her Condition, 
Ered that what accommodation he had ſhould be at her ſervice till ſhe came to 
- And believing her pretences to be really true,and having.by Converſation with her 
aforeſaid, found her to be a Woman of great Wit, ' good Behaviour and diſcourſe, 
jd ſeemingly modeſt and. virtuous 5 made his Addreſſes to her, treated” her with all 
indneſſes imaginable, in hopes to prevail with her to marry him when ſhe came to 
, if her honed Husband ſhould not there meet her: which end ( after ſome 
ays Courtſhip ) he attained. She promiſed him Marriage vpon ſuch condition ; which 
miſe was Reciprocal. 
” At Rome eArgela not meeting her Friend, challenged Cortingron to perform his 
romiſe, which he held himſclf obliged in Honour to do 5 But the noile thereot going 
about the City, he was clapt up by CarGinal Barbarize, Protcetor ot the Enolijh-Na- 
tion, on pretence of kindneſs, ard to prevent the {aid Marriage. And-yeas then rold 
that eAngela was the then Wife of one Patrimoniale Hyacuntha Frickjonuna;, with 
hich Information being greatly ſurprized , he immeciately ſent for her to know 
e truth thereof, who then ( and never before ) confetſed, That true it was, that by 
"ce and in fear of her Father , ſhe was married in the Year 16654 to Patrimontale. 
But alledged further in juſtification of her fe!!z that the Arch-biſhep of Turene had 
pronounced a Sentence of Nullity of that Marriage, and declared it void in Law. Ad- 
ing further, That (ortingror his being clap'd up, was only a Trick to prevent 
'their marriage, fſet on foot by fome wno had other Deſts'1s upon her. Bur 
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cunningly inſinuated, that ſhe refolved to marty him and no other ; afſurec! him 
the Arch-biſhop of Turene ſhould +join them in Matrimony : and precicd 
a Letter which ſhe pretended was all writ by the faid Arch-biſhop's own hand, or 
+ by his order, wherein he had promiſed fo to do. All which Corrr7gron believing, thought 
himſelf obliged in Honour to perform his Promile, 

To which end he travelled with her to Turene, where he no fooner errived , but 
he went himſelf to the Arch-biſhop, to defire his Grace to marry them, which he was 
ſo far from conſenting to do, that he denied his Licence for impowering any other 

| Prieſt to do the ſame. | | | 
' Cottington finding himlclf thus deceived), reſolved to proceed no {urther ; but being 
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in the Power of her and her Brother and Relations, and having no way to elcape ſrom 
them, went in fear of his life, (which was frequently threatned to be raken from him), till 
he had in the preſence of a Prieſt contrated himſelf in marriage with her, the which 
howbeit he did do, yet would not the Prieſt conſent thereunto, or give his BenediRi. 
on thereupon. ; 

Cottington bedded her not above Three or Four nights, before he found by too fad 
experience that he'was greatly injured by, and deceived in ,Lngeta, for that he had 
contraſted himſelf to a Vicious Perſon, who then had a very ill Difeaſe upon her. 
Whereupon he left her Bed, quitted her Company and Converfation, watch'd his op- 
portunity, and as ſoon asjany one offered it ſelf, ( and he was in a condition to Travel ), 
made his eſcape and return'd into England, were he had not long been before. n- 
gela following, Impleaded him before the Judg of the Arches Court of Canterbury, in 
a cauſe of Marriage 3, alledging her Marriage to him the Tweltth of Afay, 167:. 

Cottington, in his Deferice to that Plea, alledged her Marriage in 1664, with Pg. 
trimoniale ;, That ſhe co-habited with him nigh Two Years, had a Child by him, and 
he ſtill alive z therefore could not be, (nor never was lawfully, or otherwile than by the 
Contra aforeſaid), married to him. To which Allegation, cLngela being ſworn, 
did upon her Oath confeſs her Marriage to Patrimoniale in April 1664 , Her living 
with him one Month at her Fathers, and Nineteen Months at his own houſe : That ſhe 
had a Child by him, and that he was then alive; but for defence infinuated, that ſuch 
Marriage was by force and in fear of her Father ;, therefore declared Null and Void 
the Arch-biſhop of T wrene as aforeſaid: which Sentence (or a Copy thereof }ſhe exhibi- 
ted into the ſaid Court; but no other proceedings in that Cauſe were produced to juſtific 
the ſame ; which other proceedings ( eſpecially the examination of Witneſſes in that 
Cauſe ), ſhe would certainly have produced Copies ; of Cif any ſuch there had been) : 
becauſe when the Commiſſion to Tarene was granted by the Court of Arches, the 
Judg of that Court openly declared, That it ſhould be at her peril if ſhe did not pro- 
duce to that Court a true wy of the intire Proceſs in her Cauſe before the Arch- 
biſhop of Tirene , upon which the Sentence of Nullity was pronounced ; which Sen- 
tence, it is tobe obſerved , was obtained by Collufion, pronounced and made ex parte 
upon expreſs Conditions : And thofe Conditions not performed, therefore could not 
operate or take effe&t, but is null and void in Law. 

The faid Cortington hopes, and doubts not but all men will be of this opinion and 
judgment, when they truly underſtand the Caſe, which was as followeth, ( viz.) 

Nerlotatiah » after his marriage with Angela, finding her Incontinency , and the 
lewdneſs of her Converſation, and catching her in bed with Marque Parrell, refolved 
to ſue forth a Divorce. This reſolution being taken, and eFxgels hearing thereof, 
ſhe with the aſſiſtance of her Relations and Friends, for the preſervation of her reputa- 
tion, prevailed with him to ceaſe ſuch proſecution, upon their undertaking to obtain a 
ſentence to make his marriage with her Null and Void. 

In order whereunto, «ngela addreſſing her ſelf to the aforeſaid Arch-Biſhop, al- 
ledged her marriage to have been by force, andin fear of her Father; and that ſhe ne- 
ver conſented thereunto, nor to the Contra&t in marriage, prayed therefore a ſentence 
of Nullity. Upon which Allegation the fentence aforeſaid was pronounced, but was 
afterwards complained of by the Popes Nuncio, to the Sacred Conliſtory at Rome. Not- 
withſtanding, the {ame was made upon expreſs Condition, that ſhe ſhould ſwear ſhe ne- 
ver conſented in the Contra& of marriage, nor to the marriage it ſelf, which to this 
day ſhe hath not done. She having only made Oath, that ſhe did not confent in the 
firſt Contra, but hath not ſworn ſhe did not conſent to the Marriage it ſelf, which 
Oath of hers may be true, and yet ſhe conſenting to the marriage. The which, tis 
moſt manifeſt ſhe did do by her confeſſed twenty Months Co-habitation with him 3 
and having a Child by him,zas aforeſaid, without any proteſtation or complaint of any 
fear or force ſhe was under, or endeavouring to eſcape from him all that while 
which if ſhe had cauſe, ſhe might often have done during their Co habitation z He 
making ſeveral long Journeys, and ſhe frequently viſiting Perſons of Quality abroad. 
All which circumſtances were in the Cauſe before the Judg of the Arches, proved by 
her own Witneſſes ; ſo that although it might be ſuppoſed, that at thz time of her 
Marriage with Patrimoniale , ſhe was under the greateſt force imaginable ; yet theſe 
ſubſequent Ads do ſo purge, and take off the pretence of any force and fear ms 
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Conſtruftion of Law, that the Law will not admit of any proof to the contrary, 

Nevertheleſs, Corringtor's Cauſe coming to hearing before the Judg of the Arches 
here, the ſaid Judg pronounced, that the ſaid Cottingron was legally married to the 
faid Angela, alledging that he had no power, neither could he by Law cither 
examine or > the Validity of the Arch- Biſhop of Tiurene”s ſentence; but 
ought notwithſtanding any Defe&ts or Nullities therein contained, to give fentence 
for the ſecond Marriage. Although at the ſame time he declared, that as he was 
a private perſon, he lookt upon that ſentence to be irregular and unjult ; but as a 
publick perſon, and Judg of that Court, muſt look upon it as good againſt Corring- 
ton, being obliged to look upon all ſentences given beyond the Seas, by an equal 
Court, as good, though they ſhould be otherwiſe. 

Cottington, finding himſelf hard preſt by this Sentence, Appealed to the Honou- 
rable the Courts of Delegates, whcre he offered an Allegation neceſſary for his 
juſt Defence, and the proving of all the matters atorelaid , the which was Reje&- 
ed, upon ſuppoſition and pretence, that that Court, ( though the higheſt Courts in 
Caules of this nature ), had no power to write a requelitory Letter to the Arch- 
biſhop of Txrene, to fend all the As and Proceedings. in the Caule of the pretend- 
ed Nullity ſpeeded in his Court, by which they mighc upon that Cale be fully in- 
formed here. Neither had they power to examine or Queſtion his Sentence , whe- 
ther it were juſt and according to Law, or null and void. Nevertheleſs proceeded up- 
on the Sentence of the Judg of the Arches to Condemn the ſaid Cortingron to pay 
the ſaid eAngela 30ul. Ally-Money at three payments : the firſt payment where- 
of he made : whereupon the admiſſion of his Allegation was-again debated , and the 
ſame not only reje&ed for the Reatons before-mentioned, and the Order or Sentence 
for his payment of the ſaid other 202/. re-inforced ; but his perſon for non-pay- 
ment thereof is ſince Excommunicated. 

Note. Notwithſtanding this opinion, that it is the ancient and continued prattice 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts of England, That although a man cannot appeal from the 
Judg of a Superiour, to the Judg of an Inferiour Court; yet if in any Caule depend- 
ing in any Inferiour Court, a Decree or Jus ment made or piven by a Superiour 
Court, ſhall be pleaded againſt the Plaintiff in that Inferiour Court ; ſuch Plantiff may 
befare ſuch Inferivur Judg, objeR a Nullity of fuck Sentence, Judgment, or Decree ; 
and if he can prove the fame, though the Inferiour Judg will not principally take 
Cognizance of ſuch Nullity ; yet will he fo pronounce and judg in the Cauſe before 
him, as if ſuch Null Sentence or Decree, had never been pleaded. And fo by conle- 
quence incidently, and in effe&t pronounce the Judgment, Sentence, or Decree of ſuch 
Superiour Court, Null and Void, which in Cottingtor”s Caſe is not done but on the 
contrary, the ſentence aforeſaid given againſt him, which (as he is adviſed and believes) 
is no leſs than to condemn him to fin againſt God, during his own, or the ſaid Ar- 
gele's life, by living in Adultry with her who now is the undoubted lawful Wife of the 
aforeſaid Patrimonale, 

Cottington theretore for the preſervation of the peace of his Conſcience, hath ſince 
uſed all the means poſſible to ſatisfie himſelf whethcr he might without the hazard of 
his ſalvation, conform to the ſentence 1o pronounced, and hath obtained favour 
from the Right Reverend Father in God, the Lord Biſhop of Lizcoln, and the Reve- 
rend Regizs, and Lady Margaret, profeſſors of Divinity in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
that they (as alſo the learned Doors of Sorbon ) under their hands have delivered 
their ſcvcral opinions ; all of them agreeing, that Cottington cannot ſalva conſcientia 
cohabit, with Argela as a Wife. | 

Whereupon Corringron ( to prevent his being taken up, and clapt in Gaol upon 
a Writ De excommunicato (apiendo, threatned to be taken out upon the aforetaid 
Excommunication }) confeſſeth he took upon him to be a ſervant to Tho. Wanklyn Elq, 
one of the Members of the Honourable Houſe ef Commons, and received a Pro- 
tetion from him. Ever fince the receipt whereof he is ready to make Oath, he 
hath almoſt every day been imployed in the negotiating ſome concerns of his, which 
Prote&tion he ſhall not long have oceafion to make uſe of But declares ( and prays 
the favour of all Gentlemen to believe) he never did procure, inliſt upon, or make 
ule of at any time, to defraud any perſon, or to delay the payment of any Debt 
due from him, or to hinder or retard any proceeding at Law againſt him by 
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any perſon, or upon any account whatſoever, fave only as aforeſaid, nor made any 
other uſe thoreof, than to ſecure him from being caſt into priſon upon the Excommu- 
nication before mentioned. 

This therefore being the real and whole truth of his Cafe, he humbly ſubmits 
himſ{clf and it to the ſerious Conſideration of the Readers, not doubting then their 
favourable conſtrution of his: getting, and hitherto inſiſting on the ſaid ProteRion, 
nor of their continuing a good opinion of The. Wanklyn HG who granted the {ame 
only to prote& him trom living in the fin of adultry 3 to which he is condemned by 
a ſentence of the Court of Arches, here grounded only upon the ſentence of the Arch- 


Biſhop of Turene, being a Forreign Judicatory. 


Cottington upon the Word and Honour of a Gentleman, takes leave to proteſt and 
declare, that he never had any Money, Goods, or Jewels of the {aid Angela's pawned 
for him, except what he himſelf hath ſince doubly paid her for ; neither was any 
ProteRion granted him by the Right Honourable the Lord Sexrton, made void by 
the Houſe of Lords; nor did that moſt Honourable Houle ever deny him Juſtice. 
His Petition having as yet not been delivered, for fear of occaſioning a difference be- 
tween the two Houſes of Parliament ; ſo that all thoſe Allegations in Argela's Printed 
Caſe, are not only falſe, but ſcandalous. 


* 
l 
Cat a 


» He. 4 
Y LY K 
x {4 


